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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 0969 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, VT, PL 

SUBJECT: CASAROLI TO VISIT POLAND 

1. ACCORDING TO RELIABLE VATICAN SOURCE, ARCHBISHOP AGOSTINO 
CASAROLI, SECRETARY OF COUNCIL FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS OF CHURCH 
CFONMIN"). WILL MAKE OFFICIAL VISIT TO POLAND IN EARLY FEBRUARY. 

THIS WILL BE FIRST TIME HIGH VATICAN OFFICIAL VISITS POLAND ON 
INVITATION OF GOP. CASAROLI MADE UNOFFICIAL TRIP IN NOV. 1971 
MAINLY TO CONFER WITH POLISH CHURCH LEADERS. 

2. COMMENT: GENERAL VIEW IN ROME IS THAT GOP IS PARTY MOST 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY PUSHING FOR IMPROVED POLISH- VATICAN RELATIONS, 
PRIMARILY AS TACTIC TO WEAKEN POLISH CHURCH BY DIVIDING IT 
FROM ROME. CASAROLI NATURALLY AWARE OF THIS AND, SINCE VATICAN 
HAS GIVEN STRONG GUARANTEES TO POLISH HIERARCHY THAT NOTHING 
WILL BE AGREED WITH GOP WITHOUT HIERARCHY'S PRIOR CONCURRENCE, 

IT CONSIDERED HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT ANY MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
SUCH AS FORMALIZED RELATIONS WILL RESULT FROM CASAROLI’S TRIP. 
MOREOVER, FEW OBSERVERS HERE BELIEVE SOVIET UNION WOULD BE 
AGREEABLE TO POLAND'S ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
HOLY SEE. VATICAN WATCHERS FEEL ONLY REASON SOVIETS HAVE NOT 
PUT DAMPER ON POLISH FLIRTATIONS WITH HOLY SEE IS THAT THEY 
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ARE CONVINCED THERE NO REAL LIKELIHOOD OF ESTABLISHING FORMALIZED 
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